


3GRG State Requirements

• In the Fall, all students in Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade are 
required to take a reading diagnostic assessment to determine if they 
are on track or not on track to read on grade level by the end of 3rd

grade.

• First-time Kindergarten students are given the KRA and use the 
Language and Literacy component to determine if they are on 
track. This assessment should be completed and data entered into the 
KReady system by September 30th. The remaining components must be 
entered no later than November 1st.

• Retained Kindergarten students and ALL 1st-3rd grade students are 
given the MAP to determine if they are on track. This assessment 
should be completed by September 30th.



3GRG State Requirements

• New K students received after Sept. 30th are required to 
have all components of the KRA completed, including Language and 
Literacy, by Nov. 1st.

• New K-2 students enrolled after Nov. 1st, will use the  MAP (Growth: 
Reading K-2) as their ODE Reading Diagnostic Assessment. This must 
be administered within 30 days of their enrollment.

• New Grade 3 students enrolled after Nov. 1st, will use the  MAP (2-5) as 
their ODE Reading Diagnostic Assessment. This must be administered 
within 30 days of their enrollment.



Reading Diagnostic* Assessments

Kindergarten
(First-time, not previously retained)

AND Start Date 
before – November 1

KRA – Language & Literacy*

*Language & Literacy component must be completed by 
September 30.  All other components must be completed 

by November 1. 

Kindergarten
(previously retained)

OR Start Date 
after November 1 NWEA MAP for Primary Grades

Grade 1
Grade 2 

Grade 3 NWEA MAP 2 - 5 

*Important note regarding terminology used in Ohio law: The term “reading diagnostic,” when expressed in Ohio law 
as a requirement for all students, describes the research-based practice of reading screening.  The term “reading 
diagnostic,” is used since it is language used in Ohio Revised Code.



New Students

If a student enrolls in your building after Sept 30, he/she must be 
administered a reading diagnostic assessment within 30 days if one 
was not already administered at their previous school.  

You should see if you can locate the diagnostic score from the 
previous school before testing the student.

If a student enrolls in your building and requires diagnostic testing 
outside of these testing windows, the MAP window will be opened 
on the first and third Thursdays of each month to accommodate 
these students. If you need an exception to this rule, please contact 
Rachel Hopewell @ x 7641 or rhopewell@columbus.k12.oh.us.

Click here the 3GRG Testing Dates

mailto:rhopewell@columbus.k12.oh.us
https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/lwD5Kg




3GRG State Requirements

The goal of Ohio’s Third Grade Reading Guarantee is to ensure 

that every struggling reader gets the support he or she needs to be 

able to learn, read, and achieve. Reading Improvement and 

Monitoring Plans allow teachers and parents to work together to 

understand the students reading deficiency and outline reading 

intervention and support.

Ohio Department of Education: Third Grade Reading Guarantee:

• http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee


3GRG State Requirements

Schools must create a Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plans, also 
known as a RIMP, within 60 days of when a student is designated not on 
track for reading. 

A plan must include:

• Opportunities for the student’s parents or guardians to be 
involved in creating the plan and in the instructional supports 
provided.

• Identification of the student’s specific reading deficiency.

• A description of proposed supplemental instruction services that 
will target the student’s identified reading deficiencies.



3GRG State Requirements

• A process to monitor the implementation of the student’s 
instructional services

• A reading curriculum during regular school hours that assists 
students to read at grade level and provides for reliable tests and 
ongoing analysis of each student’s reading progress

• A statement that, Unless the student attains the appropriate 
level of reading competency by the end of grade 3, the student 
will be retained, unless otherwise exempt.



3GRG State Requirements

3rd Grade Mid Year RIMP Creation

In addition to meeting the 3GRG on-track scores for the reading 
diagnostic assessment, students in grade 3 must also score proficient 
or above on the fall AIR ELA test or be placed on a RIMP (Reading 
Improvement and Monitoring Plan).

• Third grade students that did not meet the scaled score of 700 on 
the ELA Ohio’s State Test / AIR are also required to have a RIMP.  

• For the 2018-2019 school year, students who do not meet AIR 
reading sub-score of 50 or better are also required to have a 
RIMP.



Grade 3 - AIR ELA Score*

Not On-Track on the Beginning of the Year
Reading Diagnostic assessment

Student is eligible for promotion 
to 4th grade

Student scores proficient on the 
fall AIR ELA test

Student does not score 
proficient on the fall AIR ELA 
test or meet the cut-score for 

promotion to 4th grade

Student is not eligible for 
promotion to 4th grade

Student does not score 
proficient on the fall AIR ELA 

test but meets the cut-score for 
promotion to 4th grade 

Student is eligible for promotion 
to 4th grade

Student remains on a RIMP for the remainder of the year No longer requires a RIMP

• Students who do not score proficient on the fall AIR ELA must be placed on a RIMP for the 
remainder of the school year.

• The provisions of 3GRG state that students may also achieve the cut-score on an Ohio 
Department of Education approved alternative reading assessment to be eligible for promotion 
to 4th grade.  Columbus City Schools administers the NWEA/MAP (Measures of Academic 
Progress) as an alternative reading assessment three times per year.



Grade 3 - AIR ELA Score*

On-Track on the Beginning of the Year 
Reading Diagnostic assessment

Student is eligible for promotion 
to 4th grade

Student scores proficient on the 
fall AIR ELA test

Student does not score 
proficient on the fall AIR ELA 
test or meet the cut-score for 

promotion to 4th grade

Student is not eligible for 
promotion to 4th grade

Student does not score 
proficient on the fall AIR ELA 

test but meets the cut-score for 
promotion to 4th grade 

Student is eligible for promotion 
to 4th grade

Student is placed on a RIMP for the remainder of the year Does not require a RIMP

• Students who score “On-Track” on the Beginning of the Year Reading Diagnostic but do not 
score proficient on the fall AIR ELA must be placed on a RIMP for the remainder of the school 
year.

• The provisions of 3GRG state that students may also achieve the cut-score on an Ohio 
Department of Education approved alternative reading assessment to be eligible for promotion 
to 4th grade.  Columbus City Schools administers the NWEA/MAP (Measures of Academic 
Progress) as an alternative reading assessment three times per year.



3GRG and Retention

All components of the Third Grade Reading Guarantee, including 

diagnostic testing, letters to parents, reading improvement and 

monitoring plans, and interventions are required for any student in 

grades K-3 that is found to be not on-track after the reading 

diagnostic testing. However, only third grade students face retention 

based on Grade 3 ELA test scores.

Click here the Grade 3 ELA Testing Dates

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/lwD5Kg


3GRG and Retention

If a student is retained in the third grade, then there are two 

intervention requirements. Retained students must have at least 90 

minutes of reading instruction a day. Retained students must also 

have the opportunity to receive intervention services from outside 

providers.

Click here the Grade 3 ELA Testing Dates

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/lwD5Kg


Not On-Track Status

When can a student be considered on-track during the year and can 
they be changed to not on-track during the year for any reason?

If a student is assessed to be not on-track at the beginning of the school year 

(by September 30th for students in grades one through three and November 

1 for kindergarten students), that student will officially be not on-track and on 

a reading improvement and monitoring plan until the student either scores 

on-track on the following year’s reading diagnostic assessment or scores 

proficient on the Grade 3 ELA test.



Not On-Track Status

When can a student be considered on-track during the year and can they 
be changed to not on-track during the year for any reason?

If the student scores on-track on another reading diagnostic during the same 

school year, it does not terminate the reading improvement and 

monitoring plan, and it does not change the student’s reported not on-

track status. Within the reading improvement and monitoring plan, parents and 

teachers should address what happens to a student if he or she can read at 

grade level during the year. The reading interventions may need to change at 

that point. The plan should always help a student improve their reading ability 

and ensure the student does not fall behind.



Not On-Track Status
When can a student be considered on-track during the year and can 
they be changed to not on-track during the year for any reason?

Schools may electively provide a student who is identified as on-track a 

reading improvement and monitoring plan if there is evidence that the 

student is reading below grade level and the decision is that the student 

needs help with reading. If a school electively places an on-track student on 

a reading improvement and monitoring plan, all the requirements of a reading 

improvement and monitoring plan must be adhered to, including reporting 

requirements.

Ohio Department of Education:

Third Grade Reading Guarantee FAQs

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee-FAQs


Guidance for Creating a
Reading Improvement and 

Monitoring Plan



3GRG State Requirements

For each student who is not on track, schools must:

• Administer any necessary informal or formal diagnostic assessment to 
determine the needs of the student.

• Immediately provide reading instruction and intervention using 
research based reading strategies that have been shown to be 
successful in improving reading among low-performing readers and 
are targeted at the student’s identified reading deficiency.

• Create a Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan (RIMP) within 60 
days of when the student was designated not on track.



Grade Level Expectation

• All students found to be off track for reading must be put on a 
Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan (RIMP) within 60 
days of being found to be off track.

• ODE determines Grade Level Expectation, often referred to as a 
cut score. These scores are pre-populated on the Infinite 
Campus digital RIMP.

Click here for current cut scores

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/AwD4Kg


Report of Students Not On Track

This Infinite Campus report displays a list of K-3 students who are Not on 
Track for the Third Grade Reading Guarantee (3GRG). The report will 
show students required to have a Parent Notification Letter, 
a RIMP (Reading Improvement or Monitoring Plan) and Interventions.

Click here to learn how to create this report

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/NIAmCg


3GRG Tasks for K-3 Teachers

For student’s Not on Track -

 Create 3GRG Parent Notification Letter.

 Add a flag for the intervention being implemented.

 Create Reading and Improvement Monitoring Plan.

 Record progress monitoring results and data.

 Maintain Parent / Guardian Contact log. 

 File a copy of the RIMP signature page in the 
Compliance Notebook.



3GRG Documentation

Some things to note about this process: 

• The Infinite Campus digital form has been updated to more closely 
align with District assessment and instruction calendars.

• The forms are created using Infinite Campus, Personal Learning 
Plan (PLP) documents. 

• Areas of information are pre-populated for ease of data entry. 



Parent / Guardian Notification

• 3GRG Parent Notification Letters are created using a Fillable 
Document Form (FDF) that is embedded directly into Infinite 
Campus. There are three types of letters available: AIR, MAP, and 
KRA. Be sure to choose the appropriate letter for your student.

• The form is already connected to the individual student you select, so 
some fields will be automatically populated. These fields 
include: School Name, Address, Phone Number, and Student Name.

Click here for Step-By-Step Infinite Campus Instructions – Parent Notification Letter

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/6nQICw


Add Intervention Flag

• The Intervention Flag is used for State reporting and at least one 3GRG 
flag is required for each student on a RIMP.

• The flag will appear next to the student’s name on Infinite Campus.  

• Flag end dates can be modified as the student progresses.  

Click here for Step-By-Step Infinite Campus Instructions – Adding a Flag 

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/w3cICw


Infinite Campus Tools 

• In order to add a RIMP to a student, you must be in the Campus 
Tools module.

• From Campus Instruction select the icon above the Control Center to  
select Campus Tools

Click here for Step-By-Step Infinite Campus Instructions – Switch to Campus Tools

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/uwA-EQ


Creating a New RIMP

• Complete the form by typing in the blue boxes.

• Warning - If any pre-populated information is incorrect, you can 
overwrite by deleting the data and adding a new value.

• Required fields are noted in red.  The form will not save unless these 
fields are filled out.

Click here for Step-By-Step Infinite Campus Instructions – Create a RIMP

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/Xan5Cg


Student Information

The form is already connected to individual students, so some 
fields will be automatically populated. 

These fields include: School Name, Current Date, Student ID, Student 
Name, Date of Birth, Student Grade Level, & Teacher.

Example:



Student Information

The following fields will not pre-populate and will need to be completed by 
the teacher before the document can be saved:



Student Information

Click here for current cut scores

● Kindergarten - KRA Language and Literacy (until Nov. 1st)
○ NWEA MAP for Primary Grades after Nov. 1st.

● Grades 1 and 2 – NWEA/ MAP for Primary Grades (reading) 
Cut score placed in Grade Expectation

● Grade 3 – NWEA / MAP (Cut score placed in Grade 
Expectation) and Ohio’s State Reading Test (AIR))

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/AwD4Kg


Student Information

● MAP scores will prepopulate if the RIMP is created after 
scores have been uploaded to Infinite Campus!



Information for Families

• The descriptions on the RIMP are provided to inform parents about 
this document and important details about 3GRG. 

• Information for families has been updated to Parent-Friendly 
language.



Intervention and 
Progress Monitoring   

Progress will be documented according to the following schedule: 

September - November, December - February, March - May.

Teachers should review the RIMP by making note of the outcome of the 
progress monitoring and describe the impact of the intervention.



Additional Supplemental 
Interventions



Teacher Qualifications

• Only third grade teachers are required to complete this section.

• Check all that apply



Parental Involvement

Parental opportunities may include but are not limited to:



Parental Involvement

• Teachers should write any comments or concerns from the parent 
or guardians regarding the plan that has been created.



Parent Contact Log
• It is important to note the Parent Contacts and results of those 

contacts.  



Parental Involvement
• Teachers will need to print this last page to get parent’s signature. This 

page will be filed in the Compliance notebook within the office.



RIMPs on Infinite Campus

Additional things to note about this process: 

• The form can be edited throughout the course of the plan, so the 
information is always up to date without the need to create a new 
form. 

• Intervention Flags must have and end date.  The end date can be 
modified as the student progresses. 



State Requirements

Additional Resources:

Ohio Department of Education: Third Grade Reading Guarantee:
• http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-

Grade-Reading-Guarantee

CCS Elementary Digital Resource Binder:
• https://sites.google.com/columbus.k12.oh.us/elementaryteacher

resources/reading

CCS Infinite Campus Dashboard:
• https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/HYKxC

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee
https://sites.google.com/columbus.k12.oh.us/elementaryteacherresources/reading
https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/HYKxC


Questions 

Click here to Contact the 
District Level Support Team

https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/rYH5Kg
https://columbus.atlassian.net/wiki/x/rYH5Kg




3GRG Exemption from 
ALL Provisions

Alternate Assessment students are exempt from ALL provisions of 
3GRG including the reading diagnostic test, Reading Improvement 
and Monitoring Plan, and participation in the Ohio Grade 3 ELA test.

• Students with disabilities in grades K-2 cannot be considered for 
Alternate Assessment until grade 3.  K-2 students will now need 
to take KRA/MAP and have RIMPS if not on track.

Special Education Students and
the 3rd Grade Reading Guarantee



Students Exempt 
Only From 3rd Grade Retention

When determining if a student with a disability should be exempt from the 
retention provision the following criteria should be used:

1. The student is completing a curriculum that is significantly different 
from the curriculum completed by other students required to take the 
Grade 3 ELA test. 

or

2. The student requires accommodations that are beyond the allowable 
accommodations as outlined by law.

Special Education Students and
the 3rd Grade Reading Guarantee



Special Education Students and 
the 3rd Grade Reading Guarantee

When a student is exempt from retention only, all other provisions of 
the 3GRG are required:

• Reading diagnostic test, reading improvement and monitoring 
plan, and Ohio Grade 3 ELA test

• RIMP plan should align with the IEP

• Retentions and promotions should be discussed each year at the 
RIMP and IEP meetings

Ohio Department of Education: Third Grade Reading Guarantee:

• http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee


Considerations for Exemption
from Retention

• The IEP team should document supporting rationale within the PLOP 
(present level of performance) of the IEP that clearly describes the data, 
discussion and progress monitoring through the RIMP and include 
rationale and decisions around consideration of exemption from 
retention.

• The IEP team should have adequate progress monitoring and reading 
achievement data before considering exemption from retention by the 
end of the 3rd quarter of Grade 3.

• If the IEP team decides to exempt the child from retention in Grade 3, 
the IEP should include clear, targeted reading interventions and 
progress markers that will take place in Grade 4.

Special Education Students and 
the 3rd Grade Reading Guarantee



Implementation Timeline
Principal and Teacher Responsibility - Please review all 3rd grade students with 
disabilities' IEPs to ensure coding matches each student's IEP

• Continue to monitor each month that coding matches each student after the 
annual IEP meeting

• If at any time the coding does not match the IEP, please scan and email the 
entire signed IEP to Jill Lausch at ext. 6718

• All special education teachers should also follow the teacher responsibilities 
each month.

• Reminder: Students exempt from retention will take the Grade 3 ELA each time 
it is administered during the school year. Summer administration is an optional 
testing session for appropriate students.

Special Education Students and
the 3rd Grade Reading Guarantee





• The Third Grade Reading Guarantee (3GRG) requires that students 
who are identified as not-on-track receive 90 minutes of reading 
instruction per day. 

• Our elementary schedule affords all students the opportunity of having 
up to 120 minutes of literacy instruction per day and a minimum of 30 
minutes of intervention.

Instructional Supports



Literacy Block

• A balanced literacy framework consists of three blocks: Language 
and Word Study, Reading Workshop, and Writing Workshop. The 
balanced literacy framework utilizes best practices for reading and 
writing instruction and is seen across all CCS elementary schools 
with a variety of research-based resources.

• Columbus City Schools Balanced Literacy Framework document 
provides an explanation of each block and supporting resources. 
The balanced literacy framework utilizes best practices for 
reading and writing instruction and is seen across all CCS 
elementary schools with a variety of research-based resources.

Instructional Supports

https://drive.google.com/a/columbus.k12.oh.us/file/d/1K_BPqNfg_nJM1O02DDFhkROmFxoupvRx/view?usp=drive_web


Intervention Strategies

The Five Essential Components of Reading are: 

• Phonemic Awareness
• Phonics
• Vocabulary
• Fluency
• Comprehension

The Five Essential Components of Reading: Instruction and Intervention Strategies 
document provides a sample of intervention and instruction strategies to support each 
of these components.

Instructional Supports

https://www.ccsoh.us/cms/lib/OH01913306/Centricity/Domain/207/Interventions%20to%20Support%20the%20Five%20Components%20of%20Reading%20Instruction.pdf




A teacher of third grade student who has been retained or is on a Reading Improvement and 
Monitoring Plan must have at least one year of teaching experience and must meet one of the 
following qualifications required in law:

Teacher Qualifications and
the 3rd Grade Reading Guarantee

• The teacher must have a K-12 Reading 
endorsement on the teacher’s license.  A 
reading endorsement is for K-12 and would 
appear on a teacher’s license as number 
059902 – no other endorsements will fulfill 
this requirement.

• Completed a Masters Degree with a major in 
Reading or Literacy – A Masters Degree must 
contain the words reading or literacy in the 
degree name or on the transcript as the major 
area of study, specialization, or 
concentration.

• Rated “Most Effective” for reading instruction 
consecutively for the most recent two school 
years based on state approved tests of 
student growth.

• Rated “Above Expected Value Added” in 
reading instruction consecutively for the most 
recent two school years.

• Earned a passing score on a rigorous test of 
principles of scientifically research based 
reading instruction.  The only test that 
satisfies this qualification is the Praxis 5203.

• Holds a License issued by Board of Speech-
Language Pathology and Audiology under 
Chapter 4753 of the Ohio Revised Code and 
a Professional Pupil Services license as a 
School Speech Pathologist issued by the 
State Board of Education.

• First Year teachers – A teacher who does not 
have at least one year of teaching experience 
may serve as the teacher of record as long 
as the teacher holds one of the qualifications 
and is assigned a mentor who meets the 
qualifications.





Districts and Schools may use Title 1 funds to support and supplement 

reading instruction programs selected or created by the district or school 

for children who are at risk of not meeting state achievement standards.

A student on a Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan can participate 

in reading intervention programs funded by Title 1 if the student meets 

the criteria for students regularly served by the program.

Federal Funding and
the 3rd Grade Reading Guarantee



Impermissible Use of Federal funding 

Title 1 funding may not be used for specific state mandates.

Within the Third Grade Reading Guarantee districts may not use Title 1 
funding for the following:

• Vendor Reading Diagnostics used for the Third Grade Reading 
Guarantee instead of the Ohio Department of Education diagnostics 

• Notifications to parents of students found to be not on track for 
reading

• Staff time and resources used to create Reading Improvement and 
Monitoring Plan.

• Outside providers for reading instruction which parents may request 
if the child is retained by the Third Grade Reading Guarantee

Federal Funding and
the 3rd Grade Reading Guarantee
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